imagined to be
tough calculating
and thoroughly
aggressive: Julie

high rung of her

career ladder, but
she’s certainly
dispels the hard
hitting image. . .

Women at the top of
their trade are often

Ritter talks to a lady
who may be on the

A woman of substance

But this is where Elaine Jones,
Managing Partner with Asteco

salesgirs,” she said.
Along with the slog, Elaine has
also managed to keep her sense of

humour through some of the more
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advous times and has her share of
real estate stories! She finds them
funny now but at the time, they wers
exasperating situations, as she
explained: “1 once had armanged to
meet a potential client outside a
suparmarket. | arrived on time
greeted the chap and whisked him
off 1o look at various properties. It
wasn't until | dropped him back at
the supermarket several hours and
several properties later that he
informed me of his true identity—he
wasn't my client at all and had in
fact been waiting for a taxil™

All this behind her and now well
established in the local property
business, Elaine and her company
are branching oul inlo new areas of
property management and
aevelopment

She is cumently in the throes of a
project that will satisfy a longed for
need of Dubai citizens and which, at
the same time, has o be the fastest
construction project in Dubai

Work on the new shopping
complex “The Center' in Muraggabat,
Deira side, began in March this year
and is already scheduled for opening
next month.

For a woman in such a senior

position there must be times when
she has 10 work extra hard 10 prove
hersei! here in the Middie East, but
Elaine explains, “Luckily | don't have
a problem with credibility because,
after eight years here, I've built up a
solid reputation and have the
support of a strong local backing.”

Elaing can remember all too well
the difficulties she encountered
when moving to a new country, and,
drawing on this experience she has
introduced a special Relocation
Service for clients who rent her
properties.

Away trom office demands. Elaine
is a fervent supporter of the charity-
run Training Centre for Handwcapped
chiidren for which she organises
fundraising events. The Training
Centre is for children up to 18 years
of age of all nationalities and has
recently expanded to includé a deal
winit

And she still finds time for a
home life, for Elaine, who is married,
believes strongly that mamage and
career go hand in hand.

“It's thanks 1o a supportive
husband and a stable home lite that
I've bean able to achieve so much,”
she sakd,



